
Scripture and Thoughts in Difficult Times 

 

Why does God allow tragic things to happen to good people? 

 

1. The first answer is we don’t know.   

 

The book of Job addresses this question.  Job is a good man who has all sorts of terrible things 

happen to him.  Job’s friends say that Job must have done something wrong and that God must 

be punishing him, but Job insists that he is innocent.   

 

In the end, God says that Job’s friends are wrong.  He speaks to Job.  God does not answer Job’s 

questions, but instead reminds Job of the limitations of his understanding.  The Bible says, 

Then the Lord answered Job out of the whirlwind.  “Who is this that darkens my counsel by 

words without knowledge.  Gird up your loins like a man, I will question you and you shall 

declare to me.  Where were you when I laid the foundation of the earth?  Tell me if you have 

understanding.  Who determined its measurements – surely you know?  Or who stretched the line 

upon it?  On what were its bases sunk, or who laid its cornerstone when the morning stars sang 

together and all the heavenly beings shouted for joy?”  (Job 38:1-7) 

 

The book of Job reminds us that there is much we do not understand, and so we can only respond 

with humility and with trust, and with the knowledge that God is far beyond our understanding. 

 

2. God has created a world in which accidents and tragedies can happen and a world in 

which human freedom can be misused. 

 

In his book, Where Is God When It Hurts, Philip Yancey says that in creating the world God 

committed himself to two principles – a physical world that runs according to consistent laws, 

and human freedom.  Both these principles bring great good, but also the potential for pain and 

suffering.   

 

Yancy goes on to say this about why God gives us freedom, even though that freedom may lead 

to suffering. 

 

“To understand this issue of human freedom, it helps me to imagine a world in which everyone 

truly does get what he or she deserves.  What would a world of perfect fairness look like?  

Punishment for wrongdoing would work like physical pain.  If you touch a flame, you are 

‘punished’ instantly with a pain warning.  A fair world would punish sin just that swiftly and 

surely. … Likewise, a fair world would reward good behavior.  This imaginary world has a 

certain appeal, but there is a huge problem with such a tidy world.  It’s not at all what God 

wants to accomplish on earth.  There would be less true freedom in that world.  We would act 

rightly because of our own immediate self interest.  … God wants us to freely choose to love him, 

because we are committed to him, not to our own good feelings and rewards.  He wants us to 

cleave to him as Job did, even when we have every reason to hotly deny him.  … Job clung to 

God’s justice even when he was the best example in history of God’s injustice.  He did not seek 

the giver because of his gifts; when all the gifts were removed, he still sought the Giver.” 
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3. Jesus made it clear that bad things do not mean that God is punishing us. 

 

When Jesus’ disciples saw a blind man, they assumed that someone must have sinned, and this 

man was being punished.  They asked Jesus, “Who sinned, this man or his parents, that he was 

born blind?”  But Jesus answered, “Neither this man nor his parents sinned, but he was born 

blind so that God’s works might be revealed in him.”  (John 9:1-3)   

 

Another time people asked Jesus about two tragedies.  The first was the result of human evil.  

Herod had his soldiers kill a group of Galileans as they worshiped in the temple.  The second 

was simply an accident, a tower collapsed killing a number of people.  Jesus says,  

“Do you think that because these Galileans suffered in this way they were worse sinners then 

other Galileans?  No, I tell you, but unless you repent, you will all perish as they did.  Or those 

eighteen who were killed when the tower of Siloam fell on them – do you think they were worse 

offenders then all others living in Jerusalem?  No, I tell you, but unless you repent you will all 

perish as they did. (Luke 13:1-5) 

 

Jesus makes clear that accidents and tragedies are not punishment for sin, but he encourages us 

to remember the fragility of all of life, and to turn to God. 

 

4. In addition to the bad things caused by the misuse of freedom, the Bible also tells us that 

there are evil powers at work in the world. 

 

In the introduction to his book, The Screwtape Lettters, C.S. Lewis says that there are two 

mistakes we can make regarding the powers of evil in this world, one is to ignore them 

completely, and the other is to have an unhealthy obsession with them.  They themselves, Lewis 

says, are equally pleased with both responses, and “hail a materialist and a magician with the 

same delight.”  

 

In his book, Unmasking the Powers, Walter Wink argues that we cannot simply go back to the 

ancient worldview, but neither can we be satisfied with our modern materialism.  Wink writes, 

“A reassessment of these powers – angels, demons, gods, elements, the devil – allows us to 

reclaim, name, and comprehend types of experiences that materialism renders mute and 

inexpressible.  We have the experiences, but miss their meaning.  Unable to name our 

experiences of these intermediate powers of existence, we are simply constrained by them 

compulsively.  They are never more powerful than when they are unconscious.” 

 

“For our struggle is not against enemies of flesh and blood, but against rulers, against the 

authorities, against cosmic powers of this present darkness, against spiritual forces of evil in 

heavenly places.”  (Ephesians 6:12) 

 

5. God can bring good even out of tragedy, evil, sin and death. 

 

Joseph was a good man who had bad things happened to him.  His brothers threw him in a pit, 

intending to leave him to die.  They decided instead to sell him into slavery.  As a slave he was 

falsely accused and thrown into prison.  But through all of this God was with him.  And in the 
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end, God used these difficulties as a part of a larger plan.  Joseph became the second in 

command of all of Egypt, and God used him to save both his family and the nations.   

 

When Joseph’s brothers apologize for the terrible things they did to him,  

Joseph says, 

“Do not be afraid.  Am I in the place of God?  Even though you intended to do harm to me, God 

intended it for good, in order to preserve a numerous people, as he is doing today.”  (Genesis 

50:19-20) 

 

6. Nothing can separate us from God’s love. 

 

Paul says in Romans, 

“Who shall separate us from the love of Christ?  Will hardship, or distress, or persecution, or 

famine, or nakedness, or peril, or sword? … No, in all these things we are more than conquerors 

through him who loved us.  For I am convinced that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor 

rulers, nor things present, nor things to come, nor powers, nor height, nor depth, nor anything 

else in all creation will be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord.”  

(Romans 8:35-39) 

 

7.  This world is not our final home. 

 

We need to be careful with this answer, because it can pass over the pain of death and grief too 

quickly.  But at some point it can be helpful to remember that as followers of Christ we look 

forward to glad reunion in the joy of God’s eternal realm. 

 

If God’s purpose were simply to make us as comfortable as possible in this life, then much of 

what we experience would not make sense.  But if God’s purpose is to prepare us for heaven, 

then our sufferings here might make more sense. 

 

Paul says,  

“I consider that the sufferings of this present time are not worth comparing with the glory about 

to be revealed in us.”  (Romans 8:18) 

 

And Jesus says, 

“In my Father’s house there are many dwelling places.  If it were not so, would I have told you 

that I go to prepare a place for you.  And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again, 

and take you to myself, so that where I am there you may be also.”  (John 14:2-3) 
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What should we do when these bad things come? 
 

1. When bad things happen we grieve, but we grieve as those who have hope. 

 

Paul says in his letter to the Thessalonians, 

“But we do not want you to be uniformed, brothers and sisters, about those who have died, so 

that you may not grieve as others do who have no hope.  For since we believe that Jesus died 

and rose again, even so, through Jesus God will bring with him those who have died.  … So we 

will be with the Lord forever.  Therefore encourage one another with these words.”  (I 

Thessalonians 4:13-14, 17-18) 

 

Grief is a painful and often a long process.  In his little book, Good Grief: A Constructive 

Approach to the Problem of Loss, Granger Westberg identifies ten stages of grief.  These stages 

don’t necessary come in order.  They are: 

 1) We are in a state of shock 

 2) We express emotion 

 3) We feel depressed and lonely 

 4) We may experience physical symptoms of distress 

 5) We may become panicky 

 6) We feel a sense of guilt about the loss 

 7) We are filled with anger and resentment 

 8) We resist returning 

 9) Gradually hope comes through 

 10) We struggle to affirm reality 

 

2. When tragedy or illness takes a person’s life, we can still remember and celebrate the 

person’s life. 

 

There may be a tendency not to talk about what has happened, but it can be helpful to talk to 

each other and to the family about good memories.   

 

3. There may be lessons we can learn from what has happened. 

 

We cannot eliminate all risks.  Accidents will continue to happen.  But there may be ways that 

we can protect our children and ourselves. 

 

4. We can support and pray for each other, and seek God’s presence and support. 

 

That support comes in many ways, and that prayer takes different forms.  The support and prayer 

may need to continue for a long time.  This may be the most important thing we do.   

 

Jesus said, “I am leaving you a gift – peace of mind and heart!  And the peace I give you isn’t 

fragile like the peace the world gives.  So don’t be troubled or afraid.” (John 14:27, The Living 

Bible) 

 


