
125 S. 3rd Street                Wilmington, NC  28401              (910) 762-6688 

WE GATHER TO WORSHIP 

The music of the Opening Voluntary draws us from the outside world  
into the presence of God. In preparation for worship, you are invited  

to use this time for prayerful reflection.  
   

            
OPENING VOLUNTARY            John Tabler 
      “Jerusalem, My Happy Home”                       George Shearing  

“Come Ye Sinners, Poor and Needy”             George Shearing

  
      
 
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS                                                    

[Please pass the friendship register down the row for each person to sign.] 
 
 
 
 
MOMENT FOR MISSION             Community Service 
 
 
 
 
CALL TO WORSHIP        (from Psalm 37) 

Do not fret because of the wicked; 
Do not be envious of wrongdoers, 
For they will soon fade like the grass, 
And wither like the green herb. 
Trust in the Lord, and do good;  
So you will live in the land and enjoy security.   
Take delight in the Lord, 
And he will give you the desires of your heart.   
Be still before the  Lord, and wait patiently for him.   

 
 
 
 
+HYMN 301 

“Let Us Build a House”                          TWO OAKS                       
 
 
 
CALL TO CONFESSION                          

Remember that our Lord Jesus can sympathize  
With us in our weakness, 
Since in every respect he was tempted as we are, yet without sin. 
Let us then with boldness approach the throne of grace, 
That we may receive mercy and find grace to help in time of need. 
Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

First Presbyterian Church 
      Growing in Faith and Love  

________________________________________________________________________ 

Seventh Sunday after Epiphany                       February 24, 2019 

 
For Urgent Pastoral Needs, Please Call - (910) 338-9109 

*Please leave a message and the Pastor will return your call.  
 

If you have joys or concerns to share, please call the church office (762-6688).  
 

REMINDER: Please be sure to silence all electronic devices upon entering the sanctuary.   

Leading in Worship: 
Richard Aylor, Associate Pastor      Hannah Vaughan, Parish Associate 
John Tabler, Director of Music            Benjamin Horrell, Asst. Director of Music        

Jenn Mueske, Contemporary Worship Leader 

Stephen Ministry 
Each of us should please our neighbors for their good, to build them up. Romans 
15:2 “A word of encouragement can make the difference between giving up and pressing 
on.” Stephen Ministers are trained to provide Christian caring. When you are depressed, 
consider asking for a SM by calling the church, 762-6688, or Janice Clark, 228-8584.  

 

Contemporary Worship Gilmour Hall 9:00 AM 
 
 
“How Great Thou Art”              
 
 
WELCOME  
 
 
OPENING PRAYER AND PASSING OF THE PEACE 
      The Peace of Christ be with you. 
      And also with you. 
 
 
“Open The Eyes of My Heart Lord” 
 
“Allelu, Alleluia”                Children’s Choir 
“Our God is a Great Big God”                
“Praise Him” 
 
 
 
TIME WITH THE YOUNG CHURCH  
     [Three year olds through second graders are invited to come forward,   
place their offering in the plate and have prayer with the minister before 
leaving with their teachers for Children’s Worship in Room 208.] 
 
 
COMMUNITY CONCERNS AND PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 
 
 
REFLECTION AND OFFERING 
 
 
FIRST LESSON                           Genesis 45:3-11; 15  
 
 
SECOND LESSON                               Luke 6:27-38  
  
 
SERMON                        Hannah Vaughan 

“Tidying Up” 
 
 
“Healer of Our Every Ill” 
 
 

Weekly Updates 

Seeking Usher Team Volunteers!   
We are currently seeking volunteers to join one of our usher teams.  Generally, being on an usher 
team involves serving as an usher for one service on one Sunday per month.  You may choose 
your preferred Sunday (i.e., first, second, third or fourth Sunday of the month), and you may also 
volunteer for a specific service (8:45 a.m. Chapel, 9 a.m. Contemporary, or 11 a.m. Tradition-
al).  The primary duties of an usher are to arrive early to help with bulletins and seating, and then 
to collect the offering.  This is a great way to get involved in and to serve our church.  If you’re 
interested, please contact the usher coordinator, Hal Kitchin, at hkitchin@mcguirewoods.com or 
(910) 431-6638. 

Men’s Oyster Roast 
It’s that time again! All men of the church are invited to attend the Men’s Oyster Roast on Thursday, 
March 7, 2019 from 5-7pm. The fellowship dinner will be held at Waldkirch and Saunders, 2724 Old 
Wrightsboro Rd. All attendees are asked to register in advance by completing the sign-up sheet on 
the church website or call the church office for assistance at 910-762-6688. Cost: $20 per person, 
collected at the door. 

Ocean House and T-Shirt Drive 
Ocean House, a Community Service Mission supported by the church, is a psychosocial rehabilita-
tion center which helps clients in the Wilmington area who face the challenges of a chronic mental 
illness. Professional psychosocial assistance provided to clients includes medication management, 
counseling, independent living training, and job coaching. Many members attend Ocean House 
daily and receive the positive supportive assistance so vital in reducing the isolation common to 
mental illness. The members of Ocean House have learned to crochet and are making beautiful, 
practical rag rugs as a fund raiser to support their member activities and lunch program. Should you 
have any new or used T-shirts that you wish to donate to the project, please place them into the  
labeled container in the Gathering Place where donations will be collected through April. Clean 
shirts of all styles, designs, and sizes, even if they are torn, are accepted.    

Averette Lecture 
At this year’s Averette lecture, Dr. Theodore Wardlaw, President of Austin Presbyterian Theologi-
cal Seminary, will be exploring the theme “Remembering our Story, Hoping our Story.” As Chris-
tians in the Reformed tradition, Presbyterians are heirs to a rich and diverse history – the story of 
who we are as part of the Church.  That story of faith, which is as old as the Hebrew scriptures 
and the life, death, and resurrection of Jesus, is nevertheless as new as each fresh outpouring of 
God’s Spirit.  The story of God’s great love for the world, with the response it calls forth from the 
people, continues to form and inform us to this day.  Remembering our past becomes in Jesus 
Christ a new way to see into our future – not in the manner of a fortune teller, but of a visionary 
people.  We understand who and whose we are so that we might become who God intends for us 
to be. Come with an open mind and heart to hear what God may speak to you – to us – as we 
think about our future together! 

Associate Pastor 
Our new Associate Pastor, Nicole Newton, comes to us from Kannapolis, NC and will be joining 
us at the end of April to work primarily with children, youth and their families. Nicole most recently 
served as Chaplain at Wake Forest Baptist Hospital in the NICU, the pediatric emergency depart-
ment and the general children’s unit at Brenner Children’s. She has also served at Myers Park 
Presbyterian Church as Elementary Ministry Coordinator and formerly taught English before she 
was called to ministry. To learn more about Nicole and her family, please collect one of the bro-
chures in the Gathering Place or type in her name in the search field on the home page of the 
church website. 

Wheelchair Lift 
Did you know that a wheelchair lift has been installed and is available for use? It can be accessed 
from the far end of the Gathering Place or from the wheelchair accessible side door off of Orange 
Street. Should you need assistance in operating the lift, please see an Usher or speak with Facili-
ties Manager, Glenn Graves.  

mailto:hkitchin@mcguirewoods.com


WE PROCLAIM GOD’S WORD 
 
 
PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION  
 
 
FIRST LESSON                                          Genesis 45:3-11; 15  

The Word of the Lord.                                        Pew Bible P. 42 
Thanks be to God. 
 

 
 

SECOND LESSON                                  Luke 6:27-38  
The Word of the Lord.                                 Pew Bible PP. 64-65 
Thanks be to God. 

 
 
 
SERMON                           Hannah Vaughan 

“Tidying Up” 

 
 
 

WE RESPOND TO GOD’S WORD 
 
 

+HYMN 795 
      “Healer of Our Every Ill”           HEALER OF OUR EVERY ILL 

         
   

 
 
+AFFIRMATION OF FAITH                         (from The Confession of 1967) 

In Jesus Christ, God was reconciling the world to himself.   
Jesus Christ is God with humankind.   
He is the eternal Son of the Father,  
Who became human,  
And lived among us to fulfill the work of reconciliation.   
He is present in the church by the power of the Holy Spirit  
To continue and complete his mission.   
This work of God, the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit is  
The foundation of all confessional statements about  
God, humanity, and the world.   
Therefore, the church calls all people to be reconciled to God  
And to one another.   
 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 
 
 
 
OFFERING 
 
 
 
OFFERTORY ANTHEM                                       
       “Give Me Jesus”                    - Larry L. Fleming  
O, when I am alone, give me Jesus. You may have all the rest, give me Jesus. 

                                                                                           Traditional Spiritual 

 

PRAYER OF CONFESSION  
Kind and forgiving God,  
We come confessing that we have sinned against you.   
We have judged and condemned those whose actions offend us.  
We hesitate to forgive our enemies or make allowances for  
The behavior of those less fortunate than ourselves.   
We confess that we do not pray regularly for our friends,  
Much less for our enemies.   
Our giving is motivated by self-interest as much as  
By thankfulness and compassion.   
We admit our failures and ask once more for  
Your pardon and renewal.    
 

 
 
SILENT PRAYER 
 
 
 
KYRIE                MERBECKE  

Lord, have mercy upon us. 
Christ, have mercy upon us. 
Lord, have mercy upon us.              
 
 
 
 

ASSURANCE OF PARDON          
Sisters and Brothers, hear this good news! 
Who is in a position to condemn?  Only Christ. 
And Christ died for us, Christ rose for us, 
Christ reigns in power for us, Christ prays for us. 
Anyone who is in Christ is a new creation. 
The old life is gone and a new life has begun. 
Let us all believe this good news! 
In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven!  
 
 
 
 

+GLORIA PATRI (581)           GREATOREX 
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost:  

As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, 

World without end. Amen, Amen.  

  
 
 
 
PASSING OF THE PEACE 

The peace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with you all! 
And also with you!  
 
 
 
 

TIME WITH THE YOUNG CHURCH              
[Three year olds through second graders are invited to come forward, place their offering 
in the plate and have prayer with the minister before leaving with their teachers for Chil-
dren’s Worship. Preschool ages meet in Room 208; Grades K - 2 meet in Room 311.]  

 
 

+DOXOLOGY (606)                                                         OLD HUNDREDTH 
Praise God from whom all blessings flow;            
Praise Him, all creatures here below;  
Praise Him above, ye heavenly host;  
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 
 
 

+PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING AND THE LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom 
come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day 
our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debt-
ors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For 
thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever. Amen.    
 
 

    WE GO IN GOD’S NAME     
 
            

+HYMN 300 
“We Are One in the Spirit”                       THEY’LL KNOW WE ARE CHRISTIANS 

         

 
+CHARGE & BENEDICTION 
                           
 
CLOSING VOLUNTARY 

“Toccata”          Eugene Gigout  
                          

 
If you leave before worship’s conclusion, please do so silently in  

consideration of others. Please refrain from photography and videography 
during the worship service.  

 
 

 
 

TODAY’S SERVICE 
 

We are glad you are worshipping with us this morning and hope that 
you find your experience of worship to be uplifting and meaningful. Any 
Usher (designated with a name tag) will be glad to answer your questions 
and help you find your way around. If you need wireless audio receivers, 
large print bulletins and hymnals, directions to classrooms, restrooms or 
access ramps, please notify an Usher.  

We offer a nursery for infants and toddlers during the worship services 
(8:30am-12:30pm). Children 3 years old through 2nd grade begin in the 
main service and then go to “Worship and Wonder”, a worship experience 
designed especially for children which is offered during the 9am and 11am 
worship services. Children who remain in worship (3rd grade and older) are 
encouraged to pick up a Kids’ Worship Sheet to help follow along in the 
service. For help finding ways to connect with the ministries and people in 
this community of faith, or for information about joining the church, please 
send a message to Membership Coordinator, Allison Cockrill, by emailing, 
allison@firstonthird.org.  

 
 
The flowers in the Chapel are given to the Glory of God and in loving 
memory of Virginia and John Reeves and Christine and David Sloan. 
 
The flowers in the Chancel are given to the Glory of God and in loving 
memory of Peggy and Burnell Curtis. 
 
 
 

[+You are invited to stand. For each hymn, please stand as the last line of the introduction is played.] 


