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TODAY’S SERVICE 
 

  

 Welcome to First Presbyterian Church! We are glad you are 

worshipping with us this  morning and hope that you find your experience 

of worship to be uplifting and meaningful. Any Usher (designated with a 

name tag) will be glad to answer your questions, help you find your way 

around, or help you find ways to  connect with the ministries and people in 

this community of faith.  

 We offer a nursery for infants and toddlers during the worship     

services (8:30am - 12:30pm).  Children 3 years old through 2nd grade may 

go to “Worship and Wonder,” a worship experience designed especially for 

children and offered during the 9am and 11am worship services. Children 

who remain in worship (3rd grade and older) are encouraged to pick up a 

Children's Worship Bulletin as they enter the  Sanctuary. Each child can 

use this sheet to help follow along in the worship service. Please feel free 

to ask an Usher if you need wireless audio receivers, large-print bulletins 

and hymnals, directions to the nursery, children’s worship classrooms,   

restrooms, or access ramps. 

  

 

The Advent Wreath is a focal point of Advent worship. Its evergreens and 

circular shape remind us of the unending love of God which we know        

in Jesus Christ. The four candles represent the four weeks we spend in 

anticipation of and preparation for Christmas. The white center candle is 

the Christ candle which is not lit until Christmas Eve. The candles remind 

us that Christ is the light of the world and that his light shines even in the 

darkness. 

 

The flowers in the Chancel are given to the glory of God in         

thanksgiving for His many blessings and in loving memory of Mr. & Mrs. 

Grady W. Shuford and Mr. & Mrs. Harold W. Wells, Jr., given by Calvin & 

Shannon Wells.   

 

The flowers in the Gathering Place are given to the glory of God and 

in honor of John Tabler, Benjamin Horrell, and the Chancel Choir for their 

dedication and devotion that brings joy to the congregation throughout the 

year. 

WEEKLY UPDATES 
 

The Angel Tree  
Thank you FPC Angel Tree Sponsors! All of our Angels have been adopted from the tree. Gifts should be 
returned to the Gathering Place by the end of today, December 8th.  
 

Stewardship Spotlight 
Thank you! Thank you for showing up on November 17th, Consecration Sunday, to make your pledge and 
enjoy a meal in celebration together. I can’t think of a better way to excel in this true grace of giving. The 
leftovers from the lunch went to The Harrelson Center for them to enjoy as much as we did. We had 65 
members increase their pledge and 19 new pledges! You have responded with grace and generosity, who 
through the grace of God help make great things happen. You may still submit a pledge online or by calling 
the office 762-6688. Help us be steadfast in faith, confident in hope, and generous in charity.  
 

Christmas Decoration Memorials 
Anyone wishing to give memorials for decorating the church for Christmas may do so by making a       

contribution of $10 for each poinsettia and $45 for each wreath. A list of these names will 
be published in the bulletin on Sunday, December 15th, Sunday, December 22nd, and on 
Christmas Eve. The poinsettias and wreaths will decorate the church for Advent and 
Christmas Eve services. Although poinsettias and wreaths will not be available for you to 
take home, proceeds from memorial donations will go to the  Pastors’ Fund to help    
persons in need at this time of year. You may use the sign up link on firstonthird.org or fill 
out a paper form at the church office.        The deadline for donations is December 9th. 

 

Top Dogs 
Join us today, December 8th, from 3-5pm at the Harrelson Center as we help A Bike for Every Child get 
ready for the holidays. Wear closed-toe shoes and work clothes and be ready to get dirty! A donation of   
$5-$10 is requested to help off-set costs. Parents: children may be dropped off in the lower parking area in 
the HC desk. Enter on 4th St., between Market & Princess, and take the ramp to the lower deck. 
 

Family Promise (Interfaith) Ministry Volunteers Needed 
First Presbyterian is hosting Family Promise/Interfaith families December 8th-15th. Many opportunities to 
help are available. Please check the signup sheet on the member page of the church website to volunteer 
for available shifts. Contact Lisa Sherrill with questions about this important mission, fneill98@aol.com 
 

Youth Ski Trip 

Registration is open for the Youth Ski Trip, January 24-27th, 2020 at Winterplace Ski Resort. Visit the 
“Register and Pay” link on the church website for more information and to sign up. 
 

Officer Nominating Committee 
The 2019 Officer Nominating Committee is seeking nominations for members of the 2020 Officer         
Nominating Committee. This committee’s role is to seek suggestions from church members to serve as 
church officers. Please submit your nominations to Jan Wessell, jwessell@ec.rr.com. 
 

Stephen Ministry 
Make a joyful noise to the Lord, all the earth. Worship the Lord with gladness; come into his     
presence with singing. Psalm 100:1-2. Even in the darkest moments of our lives, we can be thankful for 

the joyful times of the past or be hopeful for the future joys to come. Sometimes it is helpful to 
just have someone to listen, confidentially. Stephen Ministers are trained to do just that, to 
listen, not to judge but to offer hope, encouragement, and Christian caring. If you would like 
someone to listen and to care, please consider asking for a care giver by calling the church 
762-6688 or Janice Clark, 228-8584. 
 

Music At First 
All are welcome to attend the annual John T. Hoggard Chorale Department Holiday Concert, 
next Sunday, December 15th at 5pm in the Sanctuary. For a complete schedule of concerts, go 
to the Music at First link on the front page of the church website! 
 

 

Special Services Advent and Christmas 

 Longest Night Service - Thursday, December 19, 5:30pm, Chapel 

 Christmas Eve Services 

 4pm– Children’s Christmas Pageant and Family Worship Service 
 7pm- Candlelight Communion, Soloists & Instrumentalists 
 10:30pm- Prelude 
 11pm- Candlelight Communion, Chancel Choir & Instrumentalists  

 Traditional Worship Service - December 29, 11am 
 

Scheduling and Publication Information 
To reserve a room for your classes or meetings, or if you need to make changes to a previously scheduled 
event, please call the church office 762-6688, or email calendar@firstonthird.org. 
 

For complete information about church events, visit the church website, and sign up to have the weekly 
announcements delivered directly to your inbox every Saturday at 9am! 

 

Leading in Worship this morning: 
 

Dan Lewis, Pastor                                   Richard Aylor, Associate Pastor  
Nicole Newton, Associate Pastor                       John Tabler, Director of Music 
Benjamin Horrell, Asst. Dir. of Music  

 

A Service of Advent  
Lessons and Carols 

Lessons and Scriptures Read By:  
Jordan Hathaway, Whitney Harrison, Elizabeth Pray, Chris Hayden 

 



SEVENTH LESSON             Luke 1: 26-38             Pew Bible  P. P. 56-57 
 

 

OFFERING 

 

 

OFFERTORY ANTHEM 

“Magnificat ”                                            - David Hogan  
My soul doth magnify the Lord, and my spirit hath rejoiced in God my Savior, for 
he hath regarded the lowliness of his hand-maiden. For behold, from hence forth 
all generations shall call me blessed. For he that is mighty hath magnified        
me and holy is his name. And his mercy is on them that fear him throughout all 
generations. He hath shown strength with his arm, he hath scattered the proud in 
the imagination of their hearts. He hath put down the mighty from their seat and 
hath exalted the humble and meek. He hath filled the hungry with good things 
and the rich he hath sent empty away. He remembering his mercy hath holpen 
his servant Israel, as he promised to our fore fathers, Abraham and his seed   
forever. Glory be to the Father and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; as it was in 
the beginning is now and ever shall be, world without end. Amen.  
                                                              St. Luke 1:46-55 

                             
      

+RESPONSE                     WINCHESTER NEW 

All praise to You, eternal Son, whose advent has our freedom 
won, whom with the Father we adore, and Holy Spirit, evermore. 
 

 

+PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING AND THE LORD’S PRAYER 
 Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy     

kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give 
us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as            
we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but     
deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and 
the glory, forever. Amen. 

 

 

+CAROL 348   

“Lo, He Comes with Clouds Descending”                                      HELMSLEY 

 

 

+CHARGE AND BENEDICTION 

 

 

CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE (545) 
      Lord, bid your servant go in peace; 
 your word is now fulfilled. 
 These eyes have seen salvations dawn,  
 this child so long foretold. 
 

 

CLOSING VOLUNTARY 

 "Nun Komm der Heiden Heiland" BWV 661            J.S Bach  

  

 

If you leave before worship’s conclusion, please do so silently in consideration of     
others. Please refrain from photography and videography during the worship  

service. 

 

WE GATHER TO WORSHIP 

 
The music of the Opening Voluntary draws us from the outside world into the  
presence of God.  In preparation for worship, you are invited to use this time  

for prayerful reflection. 
 

 

OPENING VOLUNTARY                                              
 “Concerto Op.9, No. 2”                                                    Tomaso Albinoni 
    Adagio 
 “Pièce in G Minor Op. 5” Gabriel Pierné” 
    Amy Sandlin, oboe and John Tabler, organ 
 

 

 

WELCOME  AND ANNOUNCEMENTS                                    Dan Lewis                                           

[Please pass the friendship register down the row for each person to sign.]  

 

 

 

CONGREGATIONAL INTROIT 92 
 While we are waiting, come; 
 while we are waiting, come.  
 Jesus, our Lord, Emmanuel, 
 while we are waiting, come. 
 

 

 

LIGHTING THE ADVENT CANDLES                     
Tram, Caroline & Baker Williams and Janice Clark            (9:00) 
Barbara Jamison and Becky Jones                                (11:00) 

 
 
 
ADVENT PRAYER 

Lord Jesus Christ, your world waits for you. In the longing of the 
persecuted for justice; in the longing of the poor for prosperity; in 
the longing of the privileged for riches greater than wealth; in the 
longing of our hearts for a better life for all; O come, joy of every 
longing heart. O come, Lord; O come, Emmanuel. Amen.  
 

 

 

+PROCESSIONAL HYMN 106          
“Prepare the Way, O Zion”                   BEREDEN VÄG FÖR HERRAN 

             

 

 

TIME WITH THE YOUNG CHURCH              
[Three year olds through second graders are invited to come forward, place their offering 

in the plate and have prayer with the minister before leaving with their teachers for       
Children’s Worship. Preschool ages meet in Room 208; Grades K - 2 meet in Room 311.]  

  

 

 

FIRST LESSON                             Genesis 3:1-24                     Pew Bible P.P.  2-3    

 
[+You are invited to stand. For each hymn,  please stand  as the last line of the introduction is played.] 

 

ANTHEM 
“Christ The Appletree”                                                - Stanford E. Scriven 

The tree of life my soul hath seen, laden with fruit and always green: the trees of 

nature fruitless be compared with Christ the apple tree. His beauty doth all things 

excel: by faith I know, but ne’er can tell the glory which I now can see in Jesus Christ 

the apple tree. For happiness I long have sought, and pleasure dearly I have bought: 

I missed of all; but now I see ‘tis found in Christ the apple tree. This fruit doth make 

my soul to thrive, it keeps my dying faith alive; which makes my soul in haste to be 

with Jesus Christ the apple tree. 

 
 

SECOND LESSON              Isaiah 11: 1-9               Pew Bible P.P.  640-641 

 
 

+CAROL 108 

“Of the Father’s Love Begotten”                               DIVINUM MYSTERIUM 

 
 

THIRD LESSON                  Isaiah 65: 17-25                       Pew Bible P. 696 

 
 

ANTHEM            

 “The Moon with Borrowed Light”                            - Walter L. Pelz 
The moon with borrowed light discreetly fading with the night when morning has  

begun. John’s borrowed light was drawn from heaven’s vibrant rays, life a witness to 

the dawn of Christ’s approaching blaze. When temple Levites asked what title did 

John claim, he said he had a single task a single goal and aim; to redirect their sight 

beyond what he had done to Christ the pure and primal light that lightens everyone. 

The clouds of sin yet mask earth’s tangled ground, and, oh, how many hearts still 

ask where God’s clear path is found. For borrowed light we pray so we may be a 

sign that points to Christ, the truth, the way, the life, the light divine.   

 
 

FOURTH LESSON  Isaiah 2: 1-4              Pew Bible P. P. 631-632 

 
 

+CAROL 87 

“Comfort, Comfort Now My People”                                                       GENEVAN 

 
 

FIFTH LESSON     Isaiah 64: 1-9              Pew Bible P. P. 694-695 

 
 

+CAROL 102 

“Savior of the Nations, Come”                       NUN KOMM, DER HEIDEN HEILAND 

 
 

SIXTH LESSON                   Isaiah 35: 1-10                         Pew Bible P. 663 

 
 
ANTHEM 
 “The Desert Shall Rejoice”                                                 Malcolm Archer 
The desert shall rejoice and blossom as a rose; it shall blossom abundantly, and 
rejoice with praise and singing. For the ears of the deaf shall hear, and the eyes of 
the blind shall be opened. For the tongue of the dumb shall sing, and the lame shall 
dance for joy. For the ground will become a pool and the dry land will become 
springs of water. As the ransomed return to the Lord, they shall come back singing 
unto Zion with joy.                                             

                                                                      -Isaiah 35  


