
Nominees for Elder, Class of 2023: 

Nominations for Church Officers  - Elders and Deacons 
The Session has called a Congregational Meeting  following the 11:00 worship service on Sunday, September 17,  2023,  for the purpose of      
electing Elders and Deacons in the Class of 2023.  The Officer Nominating Committee is pleased to present the following slate of nominees. 

Nominees for Deacon, class of 2023 : 

Melanie Amato is a member of First 
Presbyterian Church, along with her 
husband Joe Amato. She has three 
incredible daughters and six 
grandchildren. She worked in the 
insurance industry for 21 years 
before becoming a teacher. Melanie 
is now a teacher at North Brunswick 
High School and working with 
Exceptional Children. Melanie’s 
favorite verse is from 1 Corinthians, 
13:13 because it encompasses 
kindness and compassion.  

Sandy Codington is a life time 
Presbyterian. She joined First 
Presbyterian of Wilmington in 1995. 
Sandy is married to John Codington. 
They have two grown children and six 
grandchildren. In this congregation she 
has served as a Deacon, taught pre-
school Sunday School, is a Circle 
member and moderator, went on a 
mission trip to Haiti, took three middle 
school mission trips, etc.  
Hoke Flynt  and his wife Julia, moved to 
Wilmington in 2002 and started 
attending First Presbyterian Church. 
They joined soon after that in late 2002. 
The Flynts raised two boys, Charlie (19) 
and Ben (17) in the church. Hoke is 
honored to have served as a deacon 
previously on the membership and 
growth committee and also other 
committees and projects, most recently 
the APNC for youth pastor.   
Seldie Hutchins was baptized at First 
Presbyterian Church and joined the 
church as a young girl. She previously 
served as an Elder and Deacon and 
have chaired Worship Ministry, 
Fellowship Ministry, and Officer 
Nominating Committee. Seldie is acitive 
in Circle 2 and Surviving Spouses 
Ministry, and currently chair the 
Columbarium Board. She was married 
for many years to her husband Bob, who 
passed away in 2009, and have 3 grown 
children and 2 grandchildren. 
 

 

(continued on back) 

Ashley Garner and his wife, Allycen, joined First 
Pres  shortly after moving to Wilmington in 2006. 
They were married by then Pastor Jim Holderness 
on Wrightsville Beach.  They have both been very 
involved in the church as members and volunteer 
leaders in many capacities. They are very grateful 
to be raising both their children in church, Anna 
Leith (11) and Ashley Jr (7).  Ashley has served 
First Pres in the past as Deacon, Chair of Growth 
& Involvement Committee, head of First at the 
farm planning, member of Nominating Committee 
and most recently as Co-Chair of the APNC to 
find Tracey Daniels. 
Connie Hawkins has been a member of FPC 
since 2013. She was an active member of Nation-
al Presbyterian Church in Washington, DC for 14 
years, then was a member of First Pres in Atlanta 
for 15 years where she served as an elder.  She 
has taught all ages of Sunday School but current-
ly leads the Bible and Breakfast adult class here 
at FPC. She works with Worship and Wonder, 
volunteers with the Biblical Garden team, is a 
member of Circle 2 and the Companions in Christ 
Bible Study. She has served as a deacon with the 
Adult Christian Ed committee. Connie and Bill 
have 2 grown children and 4 wonderful grandchil-
dren. 
Hank Miller was born in Wilmington NC and has 
been attending First Presbyterian Church since 
the 60’s and a member since being confirmed in 
1976. He has been a volunteer in many areas of 
the church over the years and most recently 
served as a Deacon on the Building and Grounds 
committee. Current activities include the Stevens 
Ministry, Men of the Church and Head Usher. 
Hank has been married to Maggie Andrews 
(Miller) since 2002 and they have two sons Henry 
IV and Mac.  
Salena Warlick joined First Presbyterian Church 
in 2001 and has been involved in various church 
activities. She has served as Deacon and her 
main emphasis has been Congregational Care as 
she has participated in Visitation, Flower Ministry, 
and Stephen Ministry. Salena is a graduate of 
Presbyterian College and a retired teacher. She 
has three grown children and four grandchildren.  
Betsy Wilcox  transferred her membership letter 
to FPC Wilmington in 2017 but have been a Pres-
byterian all her life and is proud to be a fifth-
generation member at this church. At FPC Betsy’s 
primary focus has been assisting with our Congo-
lese refugee family. She is currently serving on 
the Community Service Committee as immediate 
past deacon chair and also on the Adult Educa-
tion Committee as representative from the Agape 
Sunday School Class. Betsy is single, a retired 
public health nurse, and has two dogs. 



Deacon Nominees  for the Class of 2023 (continued) 

Barbara Jamison  and her family joined 
First Presbyterian Church in the early 1980s. 
Barbara has served as a Sunday School 
Teacher, Deacon and Elder, Moderator of 
the Women of the Church, and is an active 
volunteer in numerous and varied other ca-
pacities in this church and in her hometown 
of Wilmington, NC. She is married to Joe 
Jamison and they have 2 adult children with 
4 grandchildren. 
Bob Loweth  and his wife, Harriett, moved 
to Wilmington in 1990 and joined First Pres-
byterian shortly thereafter. Both of their 
children, Robert (age 29) and Katharyn (age 
26), grew up in the church. Bob was a mem-
ber of the Diaconate from X to Y, serving 
on the XX committee. He is also the Treas-
urer of local Boy Scout Pack/Troop 212, 
which is sponsored by First Presbyterian 
Church.  Currently, Bob is a practicing 
Wealth Advisor and will be on the Steward-
ship committee.  

John Morgan is married to Beth and they 
have one son (Rob), who lives in Wilming-
ton with his family. They have three grand-
children. The Morgans have been members 
of FPC for 5 years. John has been a Deacon 
and an Elder at prior Presbyterian churches, 
and currently serve on the Administration 
and Finance Committee, and as that commit-
tee's liaison to the Community Services 
Committee. 

Kathleen Novak was born and raised in north-
ern NJ in the Byzantine Catholic and Russian 
Orthodox Churches. After she and her husband 
relocated to CT in 1983, they made the decision 
to become members of South Congregational 
Church, UCC in Middletown, CT.  South Church 
gave her and her family many opportunities for 
service, and she was grateful to go on mission 
trips with the church and to head up the Board of 
Outreach as the Chairwoman and Co-
Chairwoman for many years. Kath looks forward 
to now serving God at FPC, as her husband and 
herself see many similarities to the church com-
munity they loved in CT for so long. 

Joan Ruden joined FPC in the fall of 2001. 
Joan is and has been an active member of 
the church. She is chair of the Library Com-
mittee from 2005– present, member of the  
Adult Christian Education Committee from 
2005– present, Funeral committee from 
2018– present, and History committee chair 
from 2010– present. Joan is also apart of the 
Usher board.   
 
 
 

Donis Smith has lived in Wilmington 
since 1984 and joined First Presbyteri-
an Church in 1987.  She and Alex 
were married in the church in 2002  
and her son, Nicholas was baptized 
and confirmed in the church. He cur-
rently resides in Charlotte with his 
wife and two children, Parker (7) and 
Ryland (9). Donis is now a partner 
with Decision Point Wealth Consult-
ing at UBS.   

Hamp Stephens Jr. was a member of 
Trinity Baptist Church in Whiteville 
prior to joining FPC in 2006. Hamp is 
married to Tate King Stephens, and 
has two children (Sarah and Trey). He 
has served the church in several ways 
over the years, including as Confirma-
tion Mentor, Youth Small Group Lead-
er, and volunteer (nursery, ski trip, 
various youth events).  
Brandon Ward is a lifelong member 
of First Presbyterian Church. He has a 
BA in History from UNC-Chapel Hill, 
an MBA from UNC-Wilmington and 
works at Ward Realty on Topsail Is-
land. Brandon has served our Church 
as a nursery volunteer and a Sunday 
School teacher. Brandon and wife 
Cara have two children.  

Rebecca Westendorff has been a 
lifelong member of First Presbyterian. 
She attended preschool, Mark and her 
were married in the church in1998 and 
their daughter Mary was baptized in 
2005. Rebecca  has been the chair of 
the nursery committee, taught pre-
school Sunday school, active in the 
youth group, and an usher. She has 
been on a mission trip to Haiti and 
support our involvement in CODEP.   

Jason Wheeler is married to Ashley 
and they have one daughter, Merritt 
(age 10).  Jason is CEO and Wealth 
Advisor of Pathfinder Wealth Consult-
ing.  The Wheelers joined the church 
in 2019.  Jason has served in various 
roles including as a Stephen Minis-
ter.  He graduated from UNCW with 
an undergrad degree in Finance and 
his MBA.  


